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1 Introduction  
 

The Winners Are Out There 
 

We know that some people consistently make money from sports betting. We have heard the 
stories of bookmakers banning users who win too much or too often. We can read on Betfair of the 
Premium Charge and we know that some people are paying it. All of this has made me certain that 
there are working betting systems out there. I have spent years researching different systems and in 
all cases I needed to backtest my theories. I was often limited by the data I had and my ability to 
analyse and process it with Excel. But when I found the Betaminic website, my data-entry, number-
crunching days were over. What had previously taken me days of fiddling about with downloading 
data packs, editing formulas and linking database files to check just one theory could now be done in 
minutes with Betaminic and its Betamin Builder Tool. It was a big data geekõs dream. I used to think 
backtesting with 1,000 games was enough, but now I can access much more data. How much data 
exactly?  

 
Over 320,000 matches since March 2012 in 111 leagues. 

 
I can sort matches and evaluate strategies with statistics that it would be impossible for me to 
calculate myself: 
 

¶ Home win/draw/away win percentages for each league based on the last 50 matches 

¶ Goal averages per match for each league based on the last 50 matches 

¶ Win/draw/lose rate for each team based on the last 20 matches. 

¶ Goal averages for each team based on the last 20 matches. 

¶ Consecutive win/draw/lose streaks for home/away/overall games. 

¶ Consecutive scoring streaks of over or under 1, 2 or 3 goals for home/away/overall games. 

¶ Consecutive conceding streaks of over or under 1, 2 or 3 goals for home/away/overall games. 

¶ Consecutive over/under 2.5 goal match result streaks 

¶ Win/draw/lose percentages for the last 3,5,10 matches or for all the seasonõs matches. 

¶ Not win/draw/lose percentages for the last 3,5,10 matches or for all the seasonõs matches. 

¶ Over/under 2.5 goal match percentages for the last 3,5,10 matches or for all the seasonõs 
matches. 

¶ Head-to-head win/draw/lose percentages. 

¶ Head-to-head not win/draw/lose percentages. 

¶ Filter matches by odds for home / draw / away / underdog / favourite / over 2.5 goals / 
under 2.5 goals 

¶ Filter matches by date, season, game month, custom date range 
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Betaminic has given the ordinary punter an amazing tool for finding, testing and using betting 
strategies based on big data that has previously only been available to those with the advanced IT 
skills, the data and the time to do it. 
 
You can use the tool for free to find and test strategies. And once you do find your perfect system, 
Betaminic will email you picks from your system each day with a paid subscription. So you will not 
have to waste hours trawling fixtures and statistics websites for your next bets. It is amazing.  
 
The tool helps you sort through matches and find the kind of matches where the bookmakers have 
consistently miscalculated odds with their pricing models. It helps you find value bets. And then you 
can beat the bookies. It is possible. This guide will show you how. 
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2 How to use Betaminic and the Betamin Builder 
Tool: A Tutorial 
 
2.1 Simple Questions  
First of all, letõs get used to the tool by seeing how we can answer simple questions about football 
betting. For example:  
 

2.1.1 Question 1: What if I just backed the home team in every match?  

Would I make a profit? 
 
Step 1: Register for Betaminic through my referral link. 
Go to www.betaminic.com to register for a free account to get access to the tool  
 
The sign up needs  

1. A user name 
2. Your country 
3. An email address (Twice for confirmation) 
4. Password  (Twice for confirmation) 
5. Click on a Captcha box to confirm you are not a robot.  
6. Click òRegisteró 
7. Next you need to click on the link in a confirmation email to validate your email address. 

Registration is now finished. 

 

http://www.betaminic.com/
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Step 2: Login to Betaminic and access the Betamin Builder Tool. 
After you login, click on òAccess Betamin Builderó on the right of the second bar. 

 
 
Step 3: Making a new Strategy 
At the top right of the screen, click the red button saying òAdd Strategy.ó 
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Letõs call this strategy ò1 Back all Home Teamsó The ò1ó is to keep it in order, since strategies are 
sorted alphanumerically. 

 
For market type, select òMatch Odds (1X2)ó. 

 
For Bet Type select òHome Winó. 

 
Then click the green òSubmitó button on the lower left.  
We will then be greeted by a screen like the one below. 
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Letõs remember the initial question we asked. 
What if I just backed the home team in every match? Would I make a profit? 
 

1. On the Filters box on the left, click on òOdds.ó 

 
2. On òMatch Odds (1X2)ó click ò1ó for home win odds.  
3. For òEnter Odds Intervaló, type ò1ó in the òfromó box and ò999ó in the òtoó box. This will 

show us all matches in the database since it does not filter any out. 

 
4. Click òSaveó. 

Next we will see this screen. In a matter of moments, we have the answer to our question. And that 
answer is no, we would not make a profit from always backing the home team. But this screen tells 
us a lot of interesting information. 
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Total Bets: 95,842 matches are in the database on this date. (Feb 5th 2018) 
% Bet Won: 45% of those matches ended in home wins.  
% Bet Lost: 55% of those matches ended in draws or away wins.  
W / L Streak : In the last 10 matches played, 5 were home wins and 5 were not. 
Avg. Odds: The average odds for a home win were 2.55. 
Max. Drawdown: The biggest losing run from peak to trough was -2,016.27 points. That losing run 
would have included some winning bets, but in the end would have needed a bank larger than 2,016 
points to keep going. 
P & L:  After betting on 95,842 matches, the end result would have been -1,964.8 points. Which 
answers our question, no, it would not be profitable to bet on the home team in every fixture. 
Yield %: This means that for every point we bet, we lost -2.05%. So if we bet 100 points on 100 
matches, we would have lost 2.05 points. This number becomes important when thinking about how 
much profit we are getting for our efforts.  
(This data was taken on February 5th 2018. The numbers you will find by putting in the same filters 
will change as more data will have been added. As of April 22nd over 100,000 matches.) 
 
Under these information boxes we can see a Result Graph. It shows how the total profit progresses 
over time. The starting date is March 2012. From this we can see that we have six years of data.  On 
the right hand side of the graph are three tabs to select. P&L cumulative, P&L monthly and Yield%. 
P&L monthly is one of the most important ones here, because it tells us the consistency of the 
strategy. We can see if it makes similar amounts of wins and losses over the year, or does it have big 
wins and big losses. It is the big losses that destroy banks and confidence. So we want to avoid 
strategies that produce those. 
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Unsurprisingly the monthly P&L graph shows a sad story of constant failure punctuated by the 
occasional winning month. 
The next table under this breaks the results down for each league. 

 
For ease of viewing, click on òShow 200 entriesó. At the bottom left of the table it will say òShowing 
1 to 54 of 54 recordsó This means that the data is from 54 leagues. On the upper right hand side of 
the table, click on the arrow net to the P&L title. This will sort the table into order of profitability. 
Scan down the list and we will be surprised to see that the strategy of backing the home team in 
every fixture does actually produce a profit in some leagues. Amazing! In a matter of moments we 
have discovered our first profitable system. 
  

 
We can see here that the MLS in the USA, the Eereste Divisie in the Netherlands, the Tipico 
Bundesliga in Austria, Serie B in Brazil, the Veikkausliga in Finland and the Super Lig in Turkey all 
produced profit and a yield of about 2% or more. If we had backed the home team in every game in 
those leagues for the last 6 years we would have made 379.82 points profit.  
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Letõs break that down to averages: 
251 divided by 6 years means about 63 points profit per year.  
63 points divided by 12 months means about 5.2 points profit per month. 
That is not so much unless we are betting large amounts on each.  
If we were betting 1,000 euros on each match, then we could be making 5,200 euros per month 
profit on average. I could live on that. But it is a lot to put on one game. And the bank you would 
need to support that would be huge. So we are not going to do that. Letõs filter the other leagues out 
to see what the Max. Drawdown (biggest losing run) is for these 6 leagues. 

 
On the top left green filters panel, click on Leagues, then click on Filter Leagues from the sub-menu. 
Again, you can click on the P&L column arrow to sort the leagues into rank by profitability, then 
click on the boxes by the top 6 profitable leagues. Then click Save Leagues on the bottom right of 
the box. 

 

 

 
Congratulations. We have our first green screen of profit. This screen is full of good news. 
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Total Bets: 10,262 games matched our system criteria. (Which was being any game in one of the 6 
leagues we chose.) 
 
% Bet Won: 48% of those matches ended in home wins.  
 
% Bet Lost: 52% of those matches ended in draws or away wins.  
 
W / L Streak : In the most last 10 matches played, 5 were home wins and 5 were not. 
 
Avg. Odds: The average odds for a home win were 2.40. 
 
Max. Drawdown: The biggest losing run from peak to trough was -52.96 points. That means that 
our largest losing run was only -53 points. That was the worst run in 6 years of this strategy. So in 
theory, a starting bank of 55 points would be enough to see this strategy through the next 6 years, 
unless it goes through an even worse run. But my suggestion is that any strategy that does worse 
than it has ever done before in its history needs reviewing and re-evaluating before continuing with. 
So I look at the Max. Drawdown as being a key factor in calculating starting bank size. 
 
P & L:  After betting on 10,262 matches, the end result would have been 379.82 points. That is quite 
good for such a basic strategy. 
 
Yield %: This means that for every point we bet, we win 3.7%. So if we bet 100 points on 100 
matches, we would have won 3.7 points. If I was betting 1 euro per bet, I would get less than û0.04 
per bet I make. Iõm not sure if that is worth my time and effort.  If I was betting 100 euros per bet, 
then I could imagine that I am getting û3.7 for each bet I make.  
 
Results Graph Cumulative profit: This shows that the strategy has never been in the red. So in 
fact, this system only needed a bank big enough to cover the initial bets. The first month of bets in 
March 2012 ended with a 3.57 point profit, but there is a high chance it would have been in the red 
during that first month at some point. So a decent starting bank of 20 to 30 points would be needed. 
Where is the 53 point losing run? Scanning along the total profit line, the biggest drop I can see is 
January 2014õs high of 130 points profit down to April 2014õs 91 points. That is just a 39 point drop, 
but I am guessing that at some point in those two months it was higher than 130 and lower than 91 
and that was the 53 Max. Drawdown moment. Those totals are the month end total. One important 
thing that we can take from this is that as long as the Max. Drawdown does not come when you are 
beginning the system and instead it comes when you have a profit built up on top of your starting 
bank, then you will be fine. A 53 point losing run is not so bad if you are 100 points up, but if you 
are just starting it could make you consider giving up. 
 
Results Graph Monthly P&L:  The monthly profit graph shows a fairly stable strategy with most 
months ending in profit. In the last year, eight of the months ended in a profit. 50 out of 70 months 
in six years ended in profit. We can see the biggest losing month was -31 points and the biggest win 
was 32 points. So we can get an expectation for the most likely future results. 
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We can analyse this strategy in another way. That is to view it by seasons. 
Click on Time Period in the Filters sidebar, then click Seasons. 

 
The seasons that span two calendar years fall into the category named òWinter Leagues" (Premier 
League, La Liga, Bundesliga, etc.), and those with a single year are in òSummer leagues" (Brazil, 
Colombia, MLS, etc.) We are sorting both winter and summer leagues so select 2012 and 2012/2013. 
Repeat this for other years and screenshot the results, then paste them into a word file, and crop the 
images for easy comparison. 

 
2012 and 2013 
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2014 and 2015 

 
 
2016 and 2017 

 
 
After we separate into seasons, we can see that there is a good consistency throughout. Each season 
has similar win rates. 2014 had the lowest profit of 28 points and 2015 had the highest with 95 
points profit, but none of the years were a loss. By breaking down strategies by year, we can reduce 
the risk of inconsistent results or òflukeó years that skew the results to look better than they are. It 
takes a bit of time, but the hard work has been done for you by the Betaminic Tool.  
 
A key point I want to note here is that in many of the years it takes a few months before profit is 
reached. In 2014 it took 6 months before overall profit was reached. With many of the Betaminic 
generated strategies you have to think in the long term to get the profit. So you need to be prepared. 
Having said that, the deepest we went into our starting bank in 2014 was 20 points. From that we 
can reasonably suggest that if we started to use this system tomorrow, we would need a starting bank 
of 20 points at least and for safetyõs sake 40 points to cover bets needed in that first month. We will 
look at bank size later in the book, but a bank of 100 points is a standard recommendation. Given 
that, the -20 point low point in 2014 is easily handled by a standard 100 point bank. 
 
We now have a strategy that we can put on our list. 
 
But first, letõs go back and make a few changes to see if we can squeeze a bit more profit out of it. 
Delete the seasons filter by clicking on the cross next to the òSeasonsó in the Selected Filters box.  
Next, go to Odds in the filters bar.  
Change the upper limit from 999 to 20. This means that we will not bet on any games that were over 
odds of 20. 



15 

 

 
The results bar still shows 10,262 bets, which means that no games were over 20 odds. 
Letõs lower the upper odds to 10. Then the number of bets goes down to 10,236. So we have cut out 
26 bets that were above odds of 10. However, the total profit has gone down to 360.77. Which 
means that some of those higher odds bets won. We can then check by trial and error if lowering the 
upper odds level increases or reduces total profit. In the end we find that reducing the upper odds to 
16 increases profit to 384.82. Letõs now try the reverse, slowly increase the lower odds from 1 to 1.2. 
We will see that profit goes up to 387.61. This is because lower odds games are sometimes worse 
value since they are favourites that are over-backed and the odds go below their true value. For this 
reason, excluding low odds games can increase the profit of some strategies. Raising the odds filter 
to 1.3 raises the profit to 390.31. After trial and error of going up and down with the odds, we find 
that 1.59 ð 16 is the best odds range with a total profit of 420.48 points and a yield of 4.74 % 

 
So we now have our first strategy that we will keep and can use later on in a combination with other 
strategies. 
 
Another way to analyse strategies in order to check for consistency is to check them by league. Here 
we have filtered our strategy down to 6 leagues. So it should not be too much effort to check how 
each league performed each season.  
 
 
 
 
 



16 

 

Eereste Divisie in the Netherlands 2012-2018 

 
2012/2013 Season      2013/2014 Season 

 
2014/2015 Season      2015/2016 Season 

 
2016/2017 Season      2017/2018 Season (to April 4th) 

 
This league shows profit every season. A good sign for consistency. 
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MLS in the USA from 2012-2017 

 
2012 Season          2013 Season 

 
2014 Season          2015 Season 

 
2016 Season          2017 Season 

 
Season 2016 shows a very slight loss, 2014 was a very slight profit, but given the profits of the other 
seasons, it is not enough for me to discount this league from this strategy. But we are made aware 
that not every season is profitable. 
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Tipico Bundesliga in Austria from 2012-2018 

 
2012/2013 Season      2013/2014 Season 

  
2014/2015 Season      2015/2016 Season 

 
2016/2017 Season      2017/2018 Season (to April 4th) 

  
The 2012/2013 season shows a loss, but the others are in profit.  
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Veikkausliga in Finland from 2012-2017 

 
2012 Season          2013 Season 

 
2014 Season          2015 Season 

 
2016 Season          2017 Season 

 
Here 3 of the 6 seasons ended in losses. We can see that the big wins from 2012 have kept this 
league in profit over the years of worse results. This is a good example of how analysing leagues by 
seasons can expose inconsistency. This would be a league that I would remove from this strategy. 
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Serie B in Brazil from 2012-2017 

 
2012 Season          2013 Season 

 
2014 Season          2015 Season 

 
2016 Season          2017 Season 

 
Here there are two seasons making losses. 2012 was a small loss, but 2016õs losses drag the whole 
leagueõs results down. In this case, I will keep this league in the belief that the league shows a level of 
consistency that will work with other leagues to make a good strategy, unlike the Finnish league. 
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Super Lig in Turkey from 2012-2018 

 
2012/2013 Season      2013/2014 Season 

 
2014/2015 Season      2015/2016 Season 

 
2016/2017 Season      2017/2018 Season (to April 4th) 

 
Similar to the Brazilian Serie B, two of the years show losses. The 2014/15 was the largest and it 
brought the whole league down. In the same way as the Brazilian league, I think the Turkish league 
shows enough consistency to stay in the strategy. Checking each league by season is recommended. 
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The main point to understand here is that with the Betaminic Tool we can quickly take a theory like 
òbacking the home win in every matchó and then by testing it, filtering and refining it we can find a 
profitable strategy. 
After you make any system, it is sometimes useful to check the opposite or variations of your 
strategy, too. For example, here we checked betting on all home teams. How about betting on all 
away teams? Are there any leagues where that has made a consistent profit? For that, repeat the same 
steps as above, except change the bet type to òaway winó. Here I found these results. 
 
2.1.2 Question 2: What if I back all away teams? 
 

 

 
 
Here I chose the top 5 leagues. I did this because the other leagues have much less profit and yield 
from a lot of bets. If you have the time and the bank to do all those bets, it is fine, but I like to get as 
high a yield as possible to make my time worth it. I usually want at least 2% in yield to include a 
league. But you can experiment with different levels. 
 
One very important thing to notice here is the Max. Drawdown. With Strategy 1 we had a 
drawdown of 36.45, but with Strategy 2 we have a drawdown of 160.94. That is very large. It is a 
losing run that would stretch a lot of banks and sap a lot of belief. Looking at the cumulative profit 
graph, we see that the system has never been in the red and that the losing run of 160.94 was 
probably between February 2013 (+176 points) to November 2014 (+37 points). The positive side 
of that is that you never went into a loss on your starting bank, but on the negative side a losing run 
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lasting 21 months is not something I would enjoy. If I had a big enough bank, I might consider 
adding this to a portfolio of systems, but if I had a limited bank, as most people do, I would leave 
this system for when when my bank is and I am looking to diversify risk. Also, as I will show you 
later on in this book, there are far better strategies than this one.  
 
Since we have done the home win and the away win, letõs check the draw. 
 
2.1.3 Question 3: What would happen if I backed the draw in every game? 
 
We can use the same method as before and see what we get. 
I selected the top 8 profit making leagues since they all had yields over 2%. 

 

 
 
Here we have a lot of profit, but also a Max. Drawdown of 135.3. We can guess that this losing run 
happened from July 2015(+517) to January 2016 (+417). Again this graph shows that we were never 
going negative into our starting bank, just losing money from our winnings. But a losing run of 6 
months is still a long journey. 
 
We now have 3 strategies. Each of them makes profit in the long run. They have winning months 
and losing months.  I wonder what would happen if we used all these strategies at the same time. 
Would they balance each other out and have fewer losing months? Would the losing runs be 
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smaller? What would the overall yield be? Thankfully I do not have to do those calculations myself. I 
can use the òAggregatoró feature. 
 
The aggregator currently allows you to combine up to five strategies and see the results as one 
system. At time of writing, Betaminic are working on allowing more strategies to be combined, and 
that improvement will come in the near future. 
 
2.1.4 Question 4: What if I combined these three strategies? 
Click on òAggregatoró on the top bar. Then select our three strategies by clicking the box on the left 
of their names. You will some other strategies there. They are public strategies that Betaminic has 
shared with everyone. We will look at those later. First letõs look at our own. 

 
After selecting our three strategies, scroll down.  
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You can see here we have a big +1,423 point profit with a healthy +4.39% yield. The Max 
Drawdown is still 109, but again we can see the strategy was in total profit all the time. When we 
look at the monthly profit we can see mostly profitable months and a few unprofitable ones. There 
were 7 profit making months in the last year and a total of 49 profit making months in 72 the last 6 
years. Could you say the same about your betting for the past 6 years? I could not. To get an idea of 
what this means in terms of average monthly bets and profit, lets divide the matches and profit by 72 
months (6 years x 12 months = 72). This gives us an average of 450 bets and about 20 points profit 
per month.  
 
If you have signed up and created these three strategies in your own Betaminic account, then I hope 
already you are getting an exciting feeling of the power of this research tool.  
 
Letõs go back to strategy 1 òBack all home teamsó and see if we can add some more filters to get 
more profit, improve yield and to lower the risk through lowering the Max. Drawdown.  
 

2.2 Editing Strategies and Trying Various Filters 
 
Once a strategy has been created it cannot be edited directly. You need to duplicate the strategy that 
you want to edit and then edit the cloned version. If you save the new strategy you will then have 
two strategies in your account. You can keep both or choose to delete one of them. 
The duplicate strategy button is the grey button on the top right of the strategy page. 
When you duplicate, you need to give it a new name. Letõs call our edited version òVersion 1.2ó for 
simplicity. 
 

 
 

We now have our original strategy ready for editing into a new variation. 
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2.2.1 Winning Streaks 
Letõs begin by filtering matches by winning streaks. 

 
If we click on Steaks>Streaks (Consecutive WDL)>Home Team>Back Streaks>Consecutive Wins 
and then enter 1 and 1,000 in the two boxes we are telling the tool that we only want home teams 
that have won their last home game and have won up to 1,000 of their last homes games in a row. 

 
We can then see that our new filter has cut the number of games selected from 8,881 to 3,869. The 
win rate has gone up from 45% to 47%. The drawdown has gone down from 46.75 to 43.08. The 
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profit has, however, gone down from 420.26 to 195.07 but the yield has gone up from 4.73% to 
5.08%. Overall it means a big drop in profit for a slight increase in safety and yield. 
Letõs keep going and require the home team to have won at least the last 2 home games.  

 
Here we get a significant improvement. While the total profit has gone down to 120.86, we now 
have a much butter win rate of 50%, a drawdown of 29.82 and yield of 6.95%.  
Letõs keep going with our trial and error research and require at least the last 3 home games to be 
wins.  

 
Here we see very clearly that increasing the filter requirement to 3 home victories in a row makes the 
strategy much worse. The profit and yield go down significantly. So we know that 2 home victories 
in a row leads to the highest yield and lowest drawdown of this filter. This gives you one of the 
conundrums that you will face with many of your strategies. Do you want a strategy with high profit 
but has higher risk with a big historical drawdown or do you want a safer strategy with lower profits 
and less chance of hurting your bank.  
 
2.2.2 Losing Streaks 
Letõs try another way and filter by away team losing streaks. 
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Here is our base strategy again to start with. Go to Streaks>Streaks Consecutive WDL>Away 
team>Back streaks>Consecutive Losses and set the filters at 2-1000. We can again see the win rate, 
drawdown and yield improving but the total profit decreases. Again trading off profit for less risk. 

 
Letõs try both filters together 
 

 
 
From our base strategy we have gotten the win rate up from 45% to 55%. The drawdown is down 
from a risky -45 to a fantastic -10. The yield has been boosted from 4.73% to 7.5%. But the profit is 
a poor 27 points for 6 years of effort. We only had 363 bets in that time. That is about 5 bets per 
month. 
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Here we are coming to an interesting debate. Is it better to have lots of strategies like this working 
together to give you only the lower risk bets? Or is it better to focus on a few strategies that give 
regular large profits each year with more picks. This is up to you and your risk level. 
 
One thing we have to be careful of here is to consider if we have filtered out other matches to find a 
real, working pattern of value bets or have we just filtered out the losers by chance and this pattern 
will not be effective in the future. A good way to judge that is by looking at results each year. We can 
see on the graph that this set of filters produced a strategy that did not do much for the first 4 years 
and then suddenly had a good run in the fifth year and has dipped after its peak of success. Overall, 
it looks like this is not a dependable strategy and should be abandoned or reanalysed in another way 
to find more regular and stable profits. 
 
What is important; yield, overall profit, drawdown or win percentage? 
For some who have a bigger bank, the total profit might be the biggest factor.  For those with 
limited time to devote to betting, then yield might be the most important factor. For me, I want to 
protect my bank and have as few losing months as possible, so I want to avoid those with large 
maximum drawdowns and avoid win rates under 30%. You can choose your risk level and betting 
target, and then filter strategies to match those. 
 
2.2.3 Scoring Steaks 
Letõs try another filter. Scoring streaks. Here is our base strategy again. 

 
Go to Streaks>Streaks Consecutive games scored>Home team>Consecutive games scored>0 Goals. 
Set the filters to 1-1000. This basically filters out games where the home team did not score even 1 
goal in their last game or more. 

 
We can see that the drawdown actually gets worse in this first edit. It increases from -46 to -67. 
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Next, setting the filter to 2-1000 brings the drawdown to 60 but still very high. This filters out games 
where the home team did not score 1 goal in their last 2 games or more. 

 
Trying 3-1000 does no better and we end up with a much higher drawdown of -74. This filters out 
games where the home team did not score 1 goal in their last 3 games or more. We might have 
suspected that the odds might have been raised above their true value after such bad form, but it 
seems the bookmakers have it right here and there is not much to be made. 
 
Another filter available to us is Consecutive Games Conceded. Here we can filter in or out teams 
that are leaking goals. This can be good for finding overs games, lay the draw picks, and if there is a 
run of several games where a team concedes, we might expect that the odds of the home win might 
be higher than they should be due to lack of confidence in the team to get a result.  

 
Go to Streaks>Streaks (Consecutive games conceded)>Away team>Back streaks>Consecutive 
games conceded>0 Goals. Select òGames played awayó and try the filters 1-1000.  This filters down 
to matches where the away team conceded at least 1 goal in their last away game or more. 
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There is not much improvement from the base strategy. The drawdown is the same but with less 
profit. Again, letõs continue with trial and error by entering 2-1000 in the filters. 

 
Letõs keep going to 3-1000. 

 

 
Here we are getting better results than when we filtered by consecutive matches scored. The 
drawdown is still a little bit high, but the profit and yield look healthy. This shows how trial and 
error with different filters is an important way to build strategies. 
Letõs put both filters together from games scored and conceded. 
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The drawdown looks much better.  
For comparisonõs sake, take away the odds filter to make it based on objective facts. There are two 
ways to think about this step. For some people, they feel that basing strategies on odds filters has the 
drawback of basing things on subjective factors which vary from bookmaker to bookmaker and on 
the opinion of the betting public that drives odds up and down. Another point of view is that odds 
are the ultimate expression of all the objective data. In this age of easy access to data and the 
efficiency of the betting markets we can begin to rely on the odds of football fixtures as having a 
level of consistency and dependability in themselves. For this reason I believe it is okay to use odds 
filters as a way of constructing strategies. In addition to that, if a strategy also shows profit without 
odds filters and purely on other data such as form, goals scored, recent results and so on, then it 
makes the strategy even more promising.  The fact we can make profit based on inefficiencies in the 
odds is because the method of calculating the odds of fixtures by bookmakers has errors that are 
consistently repeated. Over time they may find and correct these errors, but by plugging one hole, 
they may open up a new one with their odds calculation model.  

 
Taking away the odds filter still leaves us with profit.  This looks like a strategy that has promise. 


